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Sustainability requirements
Federal government

• Emission reduction: 43% by 2030 (vs 2005)

• Net zero by 2050

• Methane pledge: 30% by 2030

• 82% renewable energy by 2030

• National Plastics Plan

• Biosecurity levy

• Australian Agriculture Sustainability Framework

• Net Zero Sector Action Plans, e.g. Ag and Land, Industry, 

Electricity and Energy

• Climate Change Authority/ 2035 emission reduction targets – 

60-72%

United Nations – Climate change 

• COP 28: 

o UAE declaration Sustainable Agriculture, Resilient Food 

Systems and Climate Action – Aust. signatory

o Aust: pledge to cut methane emissions by 30% (2030).

• COP 29 – agriculture integrated into broader climate action 

(finance/ trade policies). Dairy - pilot projects on climate-smart 

initiatives.

• COP 30 – Brazil, November 2024.

• COP31 – Australia (TBC)

Banks

• Scope 3 emission reduction: 50% by 2030 (2021 baseline)

• Supporting customers transition to net zero 

and build climate resilience; nature positive (waste, 

deforestation, regeneration, biodiversity)

o Align lending portfolio to net zero by 2050, with an 

interim 2030 target

• Collaborate for impact on initiatives towards net zero 

and climate resilience.

• “Climate action is everyone's job".

International Dairy Federation

• Net zero by 2050

Consumers (Australia, 2025)

• Growing concern for sustainability; linking it to health & 

wellness; preferring products promoting long-term well-

being:

o 69% of global shoppers, inc. APAC, find sustainability 

more important than 2yr prior – expected to continue.

o 'Sustainable-wellness' products a growing market – 

clean labels, natural ingredients. 

o Need to align both affordability & sustainability.

International Science Based Target Initiatives (SBTi) 

• Path to GHG emission reductions (est. 2015).

• International Sustainability Standards Board (IFRS S1/ S2) - 

June 2023

• Aust: Climate Related Financial Disclosure Requirement 

Standards (AASB S2).

• Effective: 1 Jan 2025. 

• Report on climate-related risk/ opportunities  includes 

Scope 1 & 2 (scope 3 – year 2).

Aldi

• Emission reduction: scope 1-2 by 52% by 2030 

    (2021 baseline), endorsed by SBTi

• Responsible sourcing, design/ use of packaging, animal 

welfare, renewable energy.

Woolworths

• Emission reduction (scope 1-2): 80% by FY30; 90% by 

FY45 (FY23 baseline)

• Reduce scope 3 emissions (energy/ industrial): 55% by 

FY33; 90% FY50

• Reduce scope 3 emissions (FLAG pre-farmgate): 40% by 

FY33; 72% FY50

• Net positive emissions: by 2050, or earlier

• 100% electric vehicle (EV) in AU and NZ, 2030

Coles

• Net zero (scope 1-2) by 2050; >75% by FY30 (FY20)

• Reduce scope 3 – work with >80% suppliers to set 

emission targets by end FY29. 30% FLAG by FY30 (FY24)

• Broadest range RSPCA approved products

McDonalds

• Net zero by 2050

• Emission reduction: scope1-2 by 50% by end 2030 (2018 

baseline); scope 3 (energy/ industrial) by 50% (logistics, 

packaging); scope 3 (forest, land, Ag – FLAG) by 

16%; maintain no deforestation.
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• To provide nutritious food for a healthier world’ – aligned with the United Nations 

Sustainable Development Goals. Whole of industry.

o Australian Dairy Sustainable Packaging Roadmap (2021) supports 

processors towards 2025 national packaging targets 

o Launched Dairy Sector food waste action plan (2023) – government and 

industry targets to half food waste by 2030

o Dairy manufacturers environmental scorecard – 2023/24.

o Launched ADPF 2nd Dairy Processors Sustainability Paper – Sept 2025. 

Stories against post-farmgate sustainability targets – emission reduction, 

waste, packaging, water use.

o What's next: 

▪ implement whole of industry double-materiality assessment.

▪ whole of industry emission reduction action plan (2025)

▪ sector approach – scenario analysis (2026).

Sustainability – status 
10+ years of the Australian Dairy 

Sustainability Framework
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• 29.8% reduction in 

dairy manufacturers 

greenhouse gas (GHG) 

emissions intensity 

since 2010-11, equating 

to a 40.5% reduction in 

absolute GHG 

emissions.

• 85% of waste is now 

diverted from landfill by 

processors, towards a 

target of 100% by 2030.

• Significant progress 

towards a target of 

100% reusable, 

recyclable or 

compostable 

sustainable packaging 

by 2025.

Sustainability – achievements
The 2024 Australian Dairy Sustainability Report documents achievements made by Australian dairy processors, such as:
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