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Principles & Criteria Structure

Principles

Criteria

Indicators

PRINCIPLE 1

Criteria 1.1

Indicator 
1.1.1

METRIC

METRIC

METRIC

Indicator 
1.1.2

METRIC

METRIC

Criteria 1.2

Indicator 
1.2.1

METRIC

METRIC

Indicator 
1.2.2

METRIC

METRIC

METRIC

THEMES

METRICS

Fundamental 
statements about a 
desired outcome

Conditions which need 
to be met to comply 
with a principle

A combination of parameters 
enabling assessment and 
monitoring of the status of 
and/or changes in a criterion

Parameters that 
can be measured



Shared values

P1. Net 
anthropogenic 
GHG emissions 
are limited to 

mitigate 
climate change

P2. Adverse 
impacts to air 

quality are 
avoided or 
minimised

P3. Soil health 
and 

functionality 
are protected 
and enhanced

P4. Landscape 
degradation is 

avoided or 
minimised

P5. Biodiverse 
ecological 

communities 
are protected 
and enhanced

P6. Water 
resources are 

used 
responsibly and 

equitably

P7. Finite 
resources are 
safeguarded in 

circular 
economic 
systems

P8. Agricultural 
outputs are 

safe and 
beneficial

P9. Safe 
working 

environments 
are provided 
for all people 
working in the 

industry

P10. Fair access 
to a decent 
livelihood is 

provided for all 
people working 
in the industry

P11. Rights are 
respected

P12. Farmed 
animals are 

given the best 
care for whole 

of life

P13. Society 
benefits from 

the agricultural 
industry’s 
positive 

contribution

P14. Biosecurity 
threats are 

assessed and 
managed in 
systems of 
continuous 

improvement P15. Resilience is 
protected and 
enhanced by 
assessment, 

mitigation and 
management of 

risks

P16. Industry 
participants 

behave 
ethically and 

lawfully

P17. Supply chain 
accountability 
ensures a level 

playing field and 
the elimination of 
unconscionable 

conduct

P18. The economic 
viability of 
agricultural 

businesses is 
protected and 

enhanced

P19. Energy is 
used responsibly 
and efficiently in 

agricultural 
activities



Outcomes-focused + evidence-based + context-specific 

Prescribed practice policies



Outcomes-focused + evidence-based + context-specific 

Promote the role of the multilateral trading 

system and transparent, predictable, open, 

and fair markets in regional and global food 
security.

Promote the transition of APEC agri-food 

systems towards sustainability and resilience 

through policy and regulatory decision-

making that reflect applicable international 
agreements and accepted standards.

Promote policies that are responsive to the 

inherent uniqueness of circumstances to 

which they are applied to advance 

sustainability and resilience in differing agri-
food systems. 

Promote sustainable, resilient agri-food 

systems that support food security, 

environmental stewardship, maintain 

livelihoods, and result in social benefits 
for current and future generations.

Outcomes-based initiatives





Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated

https://sdgs.un.org/goals
https://assets.worldbenchmarkingalliance.org/app/uploads/2021/02/Food-and-Agriculture-Benchmark-methodology-report.pdf
https://www.fao.org/nr/sustainability/sustainability-assessments-safa/safa-usage/en/


V5: What changed & why?

• 2 new principles under 
economic resilience theme
• Energy use 
• Profitability 

• 10 new criteria
• supporting new principles 
• clarifying conditions

• Minor revisions …
• to existing principles & 

criteria for clarification

P18: The economic 
viability of 
agricultural 

businesses is 
protected and 

enhanced

C50: Agricultural 
businesses are 

profitable across 
varying operating 

conditions

C51: Competition and 
fair trade in agricultural 
markets is promoted to 

benefit consumers, 
businesses, and the 

community

P19: Energy is used 
responsibly and 

efficiently in 
agricultural 

activities

C52: Use of renewable 
sources of energy, 

such as electricity and 
fuels, is maximised 
wherever possible 

across the agricultural 
industry

C53: Energy efficiency 
is improved by 

optimising energy 
consumption and 

generation



P18: The economic 
viability of 
agricultural 

businesses is 
protected and 

enhanced

C50: Agricultural 
businesses are 

profitable across 
varying operating 

conditions

C51: Competition and 
fair trade in 

agricultural markets is 
promoted to benefit 

consumers, 
businesses, and the 

community

Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


P19: Energy is used 
responsibly and 

efficiently in 
agricultural 

activities

C52: Use of 
renewable sources 
of energy, such as 

electricity and fuels, 
is maximised 

wherever possible 
across the 

agricultural industry

C53: Energy 
efficiency is 
improved by 

optimising energy 
consumption and 

generation

Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


P1. Net anthropogenic GHG emissions are 

limited to mitigate climate change

P2. Adverse impacts to air quality are 

avoided or minimised

P3. Soil health and functionality are 

protected and enhanced

P4. Landscape degradation is avoided or 

minimised

P5. Biodiverse ecological communities are 

protected and enhanced

P6. Water resources are used responsibly 

and equitably

P7. Finite resources are safeguarded in 

circular economic systems

P8. Agricultural outputs are safe and 

beneficial

P9. Safe working environments are 

provided for all people working in the 

industry

P10. Fair access to a decent livelihood is 

provided for all people working in the 

industry

P11. Rights are respected

P12. Farmed animals are given the best 

care for whole of life

P13. Society benefits from the agricultural 

industry’s positive contribution

P14. Biosecurity threats are assessed, 

mitigated and effectively managed in 

systems of continuous improvement

P15. Resilience is protected and enhanced 

by assessment, mitigation and 

management of risks

P16. Industry participants behave ethically 

and lawfully

P17. Supply chain accountability ensures a 

level playing field and the elimination of 

unconscionable conduct

P18. The economic viability of agricultural 

businesses is protected and enhanced

P19. Energy is used responsibly and 

efficiently in agricultural activities

The AASF Principles (V5)
Economic resilienceEnvironmental stewardship People, animals & community
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